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ELECTRICITY SUPPLY — MULLEWA 

176. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Energy: 

I refer to ongoing power outages in Mullewa, including in the past week, and that despite assurances by 
Western Power, Mullewa’s power supply continues to fall well short of industry benchmarks. 

(1) When will the minister act to ensure Mullewa’s community has access to a power supply that meets even 
the lowest of customer expectations? 

(2) Given that I wrote to the minister on 29 January about this power supply and again on 12 February 
regarding power reliability in the midwest, when can I expect a response? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 

(1)–(2) There is no question that the electricity system that we inherited from the former government for Mullewa 
is below the required benchmarks. I welcome the fact that Western Power is working to improve this. 
The wheatbelt is a very difficult area to provide electricity to. As an example, two per cent of customers 
have 30 per cent of the overhead system. That is one of the reasons I was pleased to have recently 
announced the rollout of 43 standalone power systems for individual properties in the wheatbelt. Because 
of the great changes in technology, we can now provide a reliable, secure electricity supply without the 
use of a grid. I welcomed the former government’s work in Kalbarri, effectively to make a microgrid for 
the Kalbarri community. Work is going on in Perenjori, and Mullewa will be the next cab off the rank for 
action. Regarding the member’s letter, I apologise for not responding yet. The letter that was provided to 
me by the agency was not appropriate. I am meeting with local government representatives next week, 
I think it is. Hon Darren West and Hon Laurie Graham invited me to come up to Mullewa, which I will 
be doing early in April. 
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